
M A J 0 R FIN DIN G S AND 

R E COM MEN D A T ION S 

I For a city it s size, Washington h as mad e tre
mendous st rid es in ph ysical re newal. But, 
as i d e from co nstructing pub l ic ho us i ng, few 
" peop l e -h elping" p r ograms have been s et in 
motion to bu il d a bett e r li f e for Washing tons 
l ow -L n c om e familie who are mos t dir ec t l y 
affecte d by this ext e nsi ve city face -l ifing 
activity. 

On th e basis of the fin d ings of this survey 
and of con v e r s ations wi th nume nus Wash'ng
ton i ans , ma n y sugge ions for ad d i t ional 
pub l i c and pr iva te c t i on ar e offered. Wash 
ing to n may not be a b l e to a ffo r d to do a l l of 
the thing s suggest e d h e re. No r wi ll its 
le a d ~r s ne c essari ly agree hat a ll t hese 
t h i ng s shou l d be do n e e Thes e sugge s tions ar 
therefo re provided as a beginning base for 
communi ty discussi on. Wh ch of the p rob l ems 
po inted up by this repor c o ncern th e commu 
n ity mos t ? How much of wh at i s p ro pos ed her e 

.. would the community want 0 a c t on, if it 
could afford to do so ? In what order does 
the community feel these prob lem s s ho uld be 
tackled ? 

Detailed su gg estions for each n eig hborhood 
a r e provided in context in Part II, under t he 
headings " Suggestions for Additional Ac tion. " 
Major suggestions are summar ized b~lo w ; 

l. 

.2. 

Enlarge somewhat t he geographic covera g e 
and expedite federall y-assisted urban re
newal. 

Develop a comprehensive human renewal 
program to accompany the extensive p hys
ical renewal program alread y under wa y . 
In this c onnection, explore the d esir
a bi l ity of estab lishing a neighborhood 
cent er facility Or facilit i es with grant 
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money availab l e from the Department of 
Hous ing and Urban Devel opment. 

3 . Build community in t er est in Washington's 
unique histori c stru c tures resource, a nd 
t ake affirm ti v e a c tion to c onser v e , re 
stor e , and put chis resour ce to use to the 
fu ll advent ge of th e comm un ity. 
a . Promo t e r e storation and us e of f ine o l d 

h om e by y oung b us i ne s an d profess i on al 
f a milie s . 

b . Pres e v e a nd a dap h i s t ori c st r u c tu re s 
to ap p rop iat e c urrent uses. 

c . Adopt h i sto r i c zo ni ng to protect th i s 
resour c e . 

4 . Ca p i ta i z e fu l l y on h i gh v al ue wat rfront 
l an d , en c ou r. aging park and e c reationa 1 
deve l o pme n where a ppropriate and suitab le 
c ommerci al a nd res i dentia l us es. 

5 . En c our a ge th e form a t i on of ne i ghborhoo d 
org an i za tions t o prevent nd fight b l i ght . 

6. En c ou ra g e th e d e ve l o pm ent of sound sub 
div sion s a nd we l l ro u n d e d neighborhoods 
(i ncorpor a ting sho pp ing , serv i ce , and rec 
reational faci li t i es) in the community's 
r a p id grow th areas . 

7. Co nsider the adoption pf a f orma l annex
ation policy and the desirability of co n
solidat io n between the City of Washington 
and t he Town of Washington Park. 

8. Improve th~ im a ge t he city projects by 
cleaning up, be a utifyin g , and protecting 
its major approaches. 

Calc ul a tin g the cos ts of trans l at i n g a l l thi s 
" suggested addi tional action " in to r eal 
action is a major job in itself, beyond the 
s c ope of this s tud y. 

Obviou sly , a grea t de a l of money wi l l be re 
qu ired to do even a few of t he many th ings 
that mi ght be done. But the first order of 


